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JUDGE 1 INSTANT IMPACT 

Does the entry have immediate visual impact & command attention? Is the 

viewer’s eye drawn first to the nails?

10

JUDGE 1 CLARITY OF IMAGE & NAILS

Is the image finished professionally without too much post-production work 

that makes it look contrived & unrealistic? Make sure this is a real image - no 

digitising, no AI elements- no collage or contrived background.

10

ENTRY TOTAL FOR JUDGE 1 20

JUDGE 2 OVERALL STYLING 

Have all the elements of the image been considered & well executed with 

thought & consideration? Is the styling strong, powerful with a magnetic draw 

for the eye?

10

JUDGE 2 USE OF COLOUR & LIGHTING

Is the use of lighting clever? Has it added depth, dimension, highlights & 

shadows to the frame to bring the story to life? Has the lighting enhanced the 

overall feel & projection of the image?  

20

ENTRY TOTAL FOR JUDGE 2 30

JUDGE 3 NAIL FINISH 

Is the nail finish beautiful, talented, creative, sharp, clean, crisp & skilled? 

(Glossy or matte depending on the intention of the creator). Pay close attention 

to the cuticle area and surrounding skin to observe the precision of the result. 

10

JUDGE 3 OVERALL LOOK – STRUCTURE 

Does this set show skill in its building of the structure & architecture of the nails? 

Assess the complexity of the nail structures, shape, and form. 

20

ENTRY TOTAL FOR JUDGE 3 30

JUDGE 4 LENGTH  

The length of the nail is over 1 inch in length from the cuticle on all 5 nails & 

appears uniform on all 5 – even if shapes may vary.

10

JUDGE 4 NAIL SHAPES & COMPLEXITY

The shapes showcased across the hand are strong, uniform & consistent with 

the styling expected from the shape chosen on each finger. Is this skilled & 

thorough work? 

20

ENTRY TOTAL FOR JUDGE 4 30
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JUDGE 5 ART & COLOUR THEORY 

Assess the colour palette chosen & the art expression elements across the nails. 

20

JUDGE 5 CREATIVITY 

Are you seeing creative use of art media & techniques? How well does the 

design work? 

20

ENTRY TOTAL FOR JUDGE 5 40

JUDGE 6 DESIGN INVENTION/CREATIVITY/IMAGINATION 

Is the decoration/design on the nails stylish, balanced & imaginative? Evaluate 

the complexity of the art? 

20

ENTRY TOTAL FOR JUDGE 6 20

TOTAL SCORE (170)
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